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Middle School Essentials
The purpose of grade level essentials is to provide middle school students with
exposure to various courses through hands-on, purposeful learning. Students
will participate in grade level essential rotation each year participating in 4 nine
week courses. By the end of 8th grade each student will have completed 12
hands on, exploratory career pathway classes designed with the adolescent brain
in mind.
In addition, Middle School students will be able to choose a year-long essential
course that supports in depth learning in an area that they choose. (I.E. - Band,
Choir, Spanish)

Career Pathways
-Arts and Communication
-Business, Management, Marketing and Technology
-Engineering/Manufacturing and Industrial Technology
-Health Sciences
-Human Services
-Natural Resources and Agriscience

English Language Arts
Department and Course List
English Language Arts 6
English Language Arts 7
English Language Arts 8
English Language Arts Strategic

Year-Long MS Essentials (6-8)
Department and Course List
STEM
Spanish
German
Art
Choir
Band 6
Band 7
Band 8/High School
MS Yearbook
How To A-Z

6th Grade Essential Rotation
Department and Course List
Collective Games
Computer Apps
Hug Your Brain
Music Exploration

7th Grade Essential Rotation
Department and Course List
Healthy Living
Shark Tank
Robotics
Career Exploration

8th Grade Essential Rotation

Department and Course List
Global Studies
Woodshop
Theatre Performance MS
Applied Digital Skill

Health & Physical Education
Department and Course List
Physical Education & Health

Mathematics
Department and Course List
Math 6
Math 7
Math 8
Algebra I (8th Grade)

Science
Department and Course List
Science 6
Science 7
Science 8

Social Studies
Department and Course List
Social Studies 6
Social Studies 7
Social Studies 8

Visual, Performing and Applied Arts
Department and Course List
Music Exploration
MS Art
MS Choir
Band 6
Band 7
Choir

World Language

Department and Course List
Spanish I
German I

English Language Arts
English Language Arts 6
Grade: 6 Length: Year
Course Description: The year-long middle school English
Language Arts (ELA) course is guided by the philosophies of
educators Penny Kittle and Kelly Gallagher. Development of the
five main areas of language arts: reading, writing, speaking,
listening and viewing will occur. The curriculum is aligned with the
Common Core State Standards (CCSS) in English Language Arts
and emphasizes a love for reading and writing. Students will also
be taught the skills and practices needed in order to achieve
college and career readiness.

English Language Arts 7
Grade: 7 Length: Year
Course Description: The year-long middle school English
Language Arts (ELA) course is guided by the philosophies of
educators Penny Kittle and Kelly Gallagher. Development of the
five main areas of language arts: reading, writing, speaking,
listening and viewing will occur. The curriculum is aligned with the
Common Core State Standards (CCSS) in English Language Arts
and emphasizes a love for reading and writing. Students will also
be taught the skills and practices needed in order to achieve
college and career readiness.

Course Description: This year-long, required course develops
students’ reading, of both choice texts and whole class texts;
writing in the three main modes of narration, analysis, and
argument; speaking; listening; and viewing. Students read and
experiment with various genres from short fiction and non-fiction,
essays, drama, poetry, novels, as well as myriad digital media
forms. Speaking skills are developed in small and large-class
discussions, as well as online forums, to develop fluency via
frequent practice.

MS Essentials(subject to change)
6th Grade Essential Rotation
Grade: 6 Length: Quarter Each
Collective Games
Computer Apps
Hug Your Brain
Music Exploration

7th Grade Essential Rotation
Grade: 7 Length: Quarter Each
Healthy Living
Shark Tank
Robotics
Career Exploration

8th Grade Essential Rotation
Grade: 8 Length: Quarter Each

English Language Arts 8
Grade:8 Length: Year

Course Description:
The year-long middle school English
Language Arts (ELA) course is guided by the philosophies of
educators Penny Kittle and Kelly Gallagher. Development of the
five main areas of language arts: reading, writing, speaking,
listening and viewing will occur. The curriculum is aligned with the
Common Core State Standards (CCSS) in English Language Arts
and emphasizes a love for reading and writing. Students will also
be taught the skills and practices needed in order to achieve
college and career readiness.

English Language Arts Strategic
Grade: 6-8

Length: Year

Global Studies
Woodshop
Theatre Performance MS
Applied Digital Skills

MS Essential-STEM Investigations
Grade: 6-8

Length: Year

Course Description:STEM Exploration is geared toward students
who have an interest in the STEM fields (science, technology,
engineering, and math). Students are challenged to produce
original ideas and structures using concepts from math, science,
and technology.
Course Overview: Students will actively engage in critical
thinking, technology, engineering, and mathematical skills. will
allow students to do hands-on exploration and experiments while
focusing on specific mathematical concepts to strengthen their
understanding.

Unit: Adventure Engineering Challenge, Asteroid Impact (Click
link to see unit overview) Teach Engineering is a free Stem
Curriculum for K-12 funded through the University of Colorado,
Boulder. Units are updated regularly. This is a widely used best
practice curriculum.

MS Essential-Art
Grade: 6-8

Length: Year

Course Description: This a full year exploratory course that will
focus on the principles of Art/Design. You will discover how to use
the elements of Art to create quality compositions. Artists will have
choice in the elements they use and the media used to create
each piece. You will improve each day through reflection and
analysis.

MS Essential-Choir
Grade: 6-8

Length: Year

Course Description: A comprehensive course covering a
performance based exploration of a variety of genres and styles
including classical, popular, jazz, and contemporary. Students are
encouraged to explore their musical voice through a variety of solo
and ensemble opportunities. Middle School Choir performs
frequently and endeavors to allow students to build confidence
through positive action. Out of Class Requirements: Attendance
at scheduled concerts, festivals, field trips. Students are
responsible for the care and maintenance of school owned
instruments, uniforms or music/supplies. Assigned homework may
vary with performance season.

MS Band 6
Grade: 6 Length: Year
Course Description:The 6th grade band meets everyday, and
students work to build an amazing concert band that will compete
in MSBOA competitions. Students participate in 3 performances
throughout the school year, October Concert, Holiday Concert
and Spring Concert. Because this is a performance-based class,
we ask for a year-long commitment. Students are required to
attend after school rehearsals and performances.

MS Band 7
Grade: 7 Length: Year
Course Description:This is a continuation of Band 6. Band
gives students the opportunity to learn and understand musical
notes, symbols, and terms, and a chance to develop proficiency
on their musical instruments which will benefit their performing
and listening ability. Members of this group are expected to
develop and refine those skills that will lead to advancement
into the 8th grade band. All members are expected to practice
regularly and give their utmost dedication to the group.
Students are required to attend after school rehearsals and
performances. Students participate in 3 performances
throughout the school year, October Concert, Holiday Concert
and Spring Concert. Because this is a performance-based

class, we ask for a year-long commitment.

MS Essential - Band 8-HS/Marching Band (Fall)
Grade: 8-HS

Length: Year

Course Description: Students in this ensemble experience a
variety of performance opportunities, including football games,
parades, and marching band contests. Students in the high
school band program are required to be in the marching band
This course is designed to give the student an enriching and
diverse instrumental music education. This class provides a
number of performance opportunities for the student in a
variety of settings. The daily objective of the course is to foster
and promote musical growth through the playing of an
instrument by the student. As a member of the band program,
group effort and cooperation is necessary to a successful
program. The band is a skilled effort in which each student is
expected to show technical and musical growth throughout
this course. All members are expected to practice regularly
and give their utmost dedication to the group. Students are
required to attend after-school rehearsals and performances.
Students participate in 4 concert band performances
throughout the school year, October Concert, Holiday Concert,
February Concert, and Spring Concert. Because this is a
performance-based class, we ask for a year-long commitment.
Marching Band will take place in the Fall.

Music Exploration
Grade: 6

Length: Quarter

Course Description: Students in this course learn an instrument
of their choice. Students will explore music's various functionalities
in order to gain a deeper understanding and appreciation for all
types of music. The course begins by examining basic music
literacy and core musical elements such as melody, rhythm,
harmony, form, and texture.

MS Essential - MS Yearbook
Grade: 6-8

Length: Year

Course Description: Members of the MS yearbook class design
and create the Glen Lake Middle School yearbook using Pictavo,
an online yearbook design software.

MS Essential- How To (A-Z)
Grade: 6-8

Length: Year

This course is designed for the class to explore how to do about
one hundred different things...from playing games, to life skills, to
experiencing things you may not have known you could have an
interest in. Each “how to” may last from one day up to one or
even two weeks.

mati
Math 6
Grade: 6 Length: Year
Course Description: Students in Math 6 will use problem-solving
strategies, questioning, investigating, analyzing critically, gathering
and constructing evidence, and communicating rigorous
arguments justifying their thinking. Under teacher guidance,
students learn in collaboration with others while sharing
information, expertise, and ideas. The course helps students to
develop multiple strategies to solve problems and to recognize the

and extend student understanding built in previous courses by
focusing on developing fluency with solving linear equations,
inequalities, and systems. These skills are extended to solving
quadratic equations, exploring linear, quadratic, and exponential
functions graphically, numerically, symbolically, and as sequences,
and by using regression techniques to analyze the fit of models to
distributions of data. On a daily basis, students in Algebra use
problem-solving strategies, questioning, investigating, analyzing
critically, gathering and constructing evidence, and communicating
rigorous arguments justifying their thinking. Under teacher
guidance, students learn in collaboration with others while sharing
information, expertise, and ideas. Students will be involved in
class discussions, technology investigations, pattern building,
partner work, individual work and projects.

connections between concepts. The lessons in the course meet all
of the content standards and embed the “Mathematical Practices”
of the Common Core State Standards released in June 2010.

Health and Physical Education

Math 7

Middle School PE & Health

Grade: 7 Length: Year

Grade: 6,7,8

Course Description: Math 7 focuses on 4 critical areas: (1)
developing understanding and applying proportional relationships;
(2) developing understanding of operations with rational
numbers (decimals and fractions) and working with linear
equations that include variables; (3) solving problems involving
scale drawings and geometric constructions and working with 2and 3-dimensional shapes to solve problems with area, surface
area, and volume; and (4) drawing inferences about populations
based on samples.

Course Description: Physical education and Health are a part of
the total educational program in all grades at Glen Lake
Community Schools. Students are encouraged and instructed to
improve their personal health, skill performance, and leadership
abilities. Students learn to appreciate and perform individual,
group, and team activities, all of which they can use and enjoy,
both in the present and future. Our goal for physical education
class is to provide you with the skills and knowledge necessary for
you to become a lifelong physically active person. We offer a
variety of activities to get you moving and hope you enjoy it! Our
goal for students’ overall wellness is to learn how to keep our
bodies and minds healthy. Topics and activities such as, but not
limited to will include stress management and mental health,
disease prevention, prevention of risky behavior, healthy nutrition,
healthy relationships body changes, and basic first aid and CPR.

Math 8
Grade: 6,7
Length: Year
Prerequisites: 7th Grade Math
Course Description: This course builds on the algebraic skills
of simplifying and solving equations, and then incorporates the
use of patterns to emphasize the multiple representations of
linear relationships. It includes organizing data and representing
bivariate relationships, as well as an introduction to solving a
system of equations. Students will explore rigid transformations

Course Description: This course builds on the algebraic skills of
simplifying and solving equations, and then incorporates the use
of patterns to emphasize the multiple representations of linear
relationships. It includes organizing data and representing
bivariate relationships, as well as an introduction to solving a
system of equations. Students will explore rigid transformations,

Math Algebra 1
Grade: 8,9,10
Length: Year
Prerequisite Courses: 8th Grade Math
Course Description: Algebra 1 is the first course in a five-year
sequence of college preparatory mathematics courses that starts
with Algebra I and continues through Calculus. It aims to deepen

Length: Year

Science

investigation, which may lead to new questions. Through our
study of earth history, we will become more confident in our ability
to ask good questions and to recognize and use evidence from
the rocks to come up with explanations of past environments.

Physical Science 6

This course uses the anchor phenomenon of the Grand Canyon

Grade: 6

to engage students with the history of Earth and introduce them

Length: Year

Course Description: Electricity and magnetism are fascinating
physics phenomena to study. Students will measure the force of
invisible magnetic fields, learn to build a circuit, design an
electromagnet, and explain the energy transfers that make it all
possible. The anchor phenomena for this course are force
interactions and effects. The driving question for the course is
what is the relationship between magnetic and electric forces?
In this course, students manipulate equipment to collect data
about magnetic fields and electricity. They construct explanations
based on observable patterns and develop models that define the
cause-and-effect relationships of the forces and interactions they
are measuring.

Life Science 6
Grade: 6

Length: Year

Course Description: Life is a series of complex interactions. The
anchor phenomenon for this course, the human body, is no
exception. The basis of the human body is the cell. Associations of
cells work together to form tissues, which form organs. Organs
work together to perform specific functions in organ systems. And
finally, the array of organ systems make up a human body. We
explore how organ systems interact to support each and every cell
in the body. The driving question for the course is how do humans
live, grow, and respond to their environment? What happens when
the body is attacked by an invader or an organ system
malfunctions? How do cells get the resources they need to live?
How do cells gain access to the energy stored in energy-rich
compounds? How do systems support the human organism as it
senses and interacts with the environment?

to the geologic history of a place. The driving question for the
course is what do we need to know to tell the geologic story of a
place?

Science 7
Grade: 7 Length: Year

Course Description: The 7th grade science year is broken up into
four units. The first unit is called “Waves and Energy” and focuses
on how waves are produced, and how they transfer energy when
they interact with matter. We also discuss types of energy
produced by the sun, and how the sun provides heat energy for
processes on Earth. A second unit is called “Physical and
Chemical Properties and Changes in Matter.” The focus is
investigating how matter is made up of atoms and molecules that
can be represented by models. We identify chemical substances
that make up other substances. We also identify the chemical and
physical properties of substances and determine when chemical
changes occur. The third unit is on “Structures and Processes of
Living Things.” The focus is on organisms being composed of one
or many cells that exhibit growth and division. We investigate
organisms as being composed of specialized cells and relate
these to photosynthesis and reproduction. The last major unit is
“Fluid Earth Systems and Human Activities.” Key concepts
discussed relate to the sun, the major source of energy for
phenomena on Earth as well as the relationship of this energy to
weather, climate, and the water cycle.

Science 8
Earth Science 6
Grade: 6

Grade: 8

Length: Year

Length: Year

Course Description:
Human beings have used Earth’s resources since prehistoric
times. We made tools from stones. We mined raw materials to
refine and manufacture into tools, utensils, shelters, ovens, and
other useful items. We figured out how to extract precious metals
from ores. We captured the energy of flowing streams behind
dams and found numerous ways to put this power to use. We
diverted water into channels for irrigation. And because it is
human nature to try to explain everyday phenomena, we made up
stories to explain how Earth was created.
We will exercise our inferential thinking to study Earth history. We
will begin to grapple with Earth’s processes and systems that
have operated over geologic time. Students will make
observations and do investigations that involve constructing and
using conceptual models. We will generate questions for

Course Description: The 8th grade science year is composed of
12 units. The first five relate specifically to Earth and its structure.
We investigate principles of earth science, the interior of Earth,
plate tectonics and earthquakes, and rock-forming processes.
Several units will focus on hydrogeology, weather and climate, and
climate change. Students will explore resources and
environmental challenges within this group. Finally, the year
concludes with units on the Sun, stars, and Earth’s place in the
universe.

Social Studies

World Language

Social Studies 6

Spanish I

Grade: 6

Grade: 8

Length: Year

Length: Year

Course Description: Social Studies 6 explores global issues in
different regions of our planet,including Latin American, South
East Asia, and the Middle East. Students will begin to
develop a sense of each region’s unique physical and human
geography. Students will also learn about different economic and
political systems and see connections between
diverse places and people.

Course Description: Students will learn basic vocabulary
necessary to carry on a simple conversation in Spanish. They will
learn grammatical concepts and use them with Spanish
vocabulary. There is also an introduction to elements of culture
found in Spanish speaking countries.

Social Studies 7

German I

Grade: 7 Length: Year

Grade: 8

Course Description: Social Studies 7 explores the beginnings of
human society and investigates the causes of the Agricultural
Revolution and the characteristics of early river valley civilizations
(Mesopotamia, Egypt, India, China, and the Americas). Students
consider concepts of historical cycles of continuity and change,
the people of the earth, and cultural diffusion as they compare
and contrast early civilizations. They investigate classical
traditions and major empires of Greece and Rome and study
factors that led to the rise and fall of these empires. They also
examine the origins, expansions and fundamental beliefs of major
world religions.

Course Description:

Social Studies 8
Grade: 8

Length: Year

Course Description: Social studies 8 begins with a review of
european powers in North America and factors that led to
significant change among them including the french and indian
war, experiences with self government and the american
revolution. Students then investigate the foundations of the new
nation including the articles of confederation and the U.S.
constitution. They examine the challenges to the new nation
including determining the power of the national government,
political conflict, and America’s place in the world. They explore
the regional and economic growth of America, reform movements
of antebellum America and the causes, course and character of
the civil war. Students then focus on the reconstruction of the
nation and investigate changes in America in the last half of the
19th century.

Length: Year

